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DATTA AWARDS 
About the Business Liaison Association (BLA) 
The Business Liaison Association (BLA) is a not-for-profit organisation dedicated to building 
meaningful connections between education and industry across Far North Queensland — from 
Cardwell to the Torres Strait and west to the Tablelands and Gulf. 
Each year, we empower more than 12,000 students from over thirty-seven schools to explore diverse 
career pathways, engage with industry mentors, and make informed choices about their futures. 
By bridging the gap between the classroom and the workplace, we help young people step 
confidently into their next chapter — and in the process, strengthen the local workforce. 
BLA embraces multicultural diversity and First Nations perspectives, fostering respect, 
understanding, and inclusion for all cultures and identities. 
 

Our Misson 
To inspire, inform, and empower the next generation while forging lasting partnerships between 
schools, business, tertiary institutions, and the community. Together, we’re cultivating a skilled, 
sustainable regional workforce ready for the opportunities of tomorrow. 
 

Our DATTA Award Sponsors 
Hosted by the Business Liaison Association (BLA) in partnership with local schools and community 
stakeholders in Cairns, North Queensland.  
The Business Liaison Association extends its sincere appreciation to the following sponsors: 

• Aurecon 
• Beacon Lighting Cairns 
• Blackwoods 
• BOC Ltd 
• Bryant Building Contractors 
• Building Design Queensland (BDQ) 
• DATTA Queensland 
• Catholic Education, Diocese of Cairns 
• Department of Education, Queensland 
• CA Architects  
• Cairns Hardware 

• Dawsons Engineering 
• Ergon Energy Network 
• Housing Industry Association (HIA) 
• JMc Architects 
• MiHaven Training 
• Norweld 
• Raymond Plumbing 
• Rotary Club of Cairns Sunrise 
• Skills360 
• TAFE Queensland 
• TPG Architects 

 
Through their ongoing support, we continue to strengthen pathways between education, training, 
and employment, empowering the next generation of students and future professionals across 
Far North Queensland.  
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Overview 
The DATTA Awards celebrate student achievement in Design and Technologies, recognising 
excellence in craftsmanship, innovation, and applied learning. The awards provide a platform for 
students to demonstrate practical skills and creative problem-solving across a diverse range of 
industry-aligned categories. 
Hosted in partnership with schools and community stakeholders, the program strengthens 
connections between education and industry, supporting students to explore future career 
pathways and develop skills relevant to real-world contexts. 
 

Categories 
Entry Category Year Level Title Page 

7 7 Craftmanship 7 
8a 8 Craftmanship 7 
8b 8 Design – must include folio 8 
9a 9 Craftmanship 8 
9b 9 Design – must include folio and product 9 
9c 9 Digital Design (Graphics) 9 

10a 10 Craftmanship 10 
10b 10 Design – must include folio and product 10 
10c 10 Digital Design (Graphics) 11 
13a 10/11/12 Turning Wood 11 
13b 10/11/12 Turning Metal 11 
11a 11 Industrial Graphics 12 
11b 11 Furnishing skills 12 
11c 11 Engineering Skills 12 
11d 11 ATAR Design 13 
11e 11 ATAR Engineering 13 
13c 11/12 Construction – Project 13 
12a 12 Industrial Graphics 14 
12b 12 Furnishing skills 14 
12c 12 Engineering Skills 14 

 
Judges Choice Most Innovative 15 
  Most Enterprising 15 
  Most Outstanding Junior 15 
  Most Outstanding Senior 15 
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Prize & Bursaries 
Please note prize amounts are per category 
First Place   $200 
Second Place  $150 
Third Place   $100 
Encouragement Award $50 
 
Judges' Choice Categories $200 
Please note: Final prize amounts may vary from those listed above, depending on sponsorship 
contributions and the number of applicants. 
 

Process 
1. School-Based Submission 

• All applications must be submitted via the schools: 
• DATTA Department, 
• STEM Department, or 
• Careers and VET Department 
• This ensures coordination, internal selection, and centralised communication.  

2. Submission Format 
• Schools are to fill out the application form (found on page 16) by Friday, 21 August 2026 

(Term 3, Week 6). Please email completed applications to: 
Ms Toni Smith 
St Stephen’s Catholic College 
tsmith6@cns.catholic.edu.au  

• Schools must complete the Excel spreadsheet attached, listing all students and their 
selected categories. Spreadsheets are to be completed by Term 3, Week 10 and sent to: 

Ms Toni Smith 
St Stephen’s Catholic College 
tsmith6@cns.catholic.edu.au 

Abigail Peter 
Business Liaison Association 
events@bla.org.au  

If there are any problems accessing the spreadsheet, please email events@bla.org.au  
3. Key Dates 

• Entry Forms Due: Friday, 21 August 2026 (Term 3, Week 6) 
• Projects Delivered: Projects can be delivered to Redlynch State College during Term 3, 

Week 10. All entries must be delivered to the school by 3:00 pm Friday, 18 September 
2026. Teachers are responsible for getting their students' projects to Redlynch State 
College. 

• Judging Finalised: Friday, 16 October 2026 (Term 4, Week 2) 
• Late submissions will not be accepted. 

  

mailto:tsmith6@cns.catholic.edu.au
mailto:tsmith6@cns.catholic.edu.au
mailto:events@bla.org.au
mailto:events@bla.org.au
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4. Notification of Winners 
• Schools will be notified of successful students. 
• Schools are responsible for distributing invitations to students, parents, and staff.  

5. Consent and Ethical Standards 
• By entering the competition, students and schools provide consent for photographs and 

video footage to be taken during interviews and award events. These may be used by 
the Business Liaison Association (BLA) and its partners for promotional purposes. 

• Entries must be the original work of the student. The use of generative AI tools (including 
ChatGPT, Claude, Gemini, or similar platforms) is not permitted in drafting or writing 
submission materials. Submissions found to breach this condition will be disqualified. 

• Students and schools are encouraged to positively promote their achievements on 
social media, acknowledging the support of the Business Liaison Association where 
appropriate. 

• The Business Liaison Association reserves the right to withdraw awards, bursaries, or 
recognitions where a recipient publicly defames, misrepresents, or undermines the 
values or reputation of the BLA, its community stakeholders, or affiliated partners. 

 

Payment Information 
An invoice will be issued to the school on the official closing date of the award. 
 

Awards Night Presentation 
Winning students will be formally recognised at the invitation-only DATTA Awards Presentation 
Evening, details as follows: 

• Date: Thursday, 5 November 2026 (Term 4, Week 5) 
• Time: 4:45 pm – 7:30 pm 
• Venue: Cairns Performing Arts Centre (CPAC) 

Award Recipient Requirements 
• All award recipients are required to attend the Awards Ceremony in full formal school 

uniform, in accordance with their school’s uniform policy. 
• A formal invitation will be issued to each recipient, parent, and their respective school. 
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CATEGORIES 
7 – Year 7 Craftsmanship 
Overview 
This award celebrates the development of hand skills across a range of materials. Students are 
required to interpret the provided plans and produce a physical item that accurately represents 
them. 
Please note: CNC processes or components (e.g. laser cutting, 3D printing, CNC routing) are not 
permitted for this category. 
Submission Requirements 

• A completed physical project based on the provided plans  
Judging Criteria 

• Structural integrity (e.g. accuracy, alignment, joins)  
• Demonstration of hand tool and machine skills (e.g. disc sanders)  
• Overall quality and finish of the project  

 

8a – Year 8 Craftsmanship 
Overview 
This award celebrates the development of hand skills across a range of materials. Students are 
required to interpret the provided plans and produce a physical item that accurately represents 
them. 
Please note: CNC processes or components (e.g. laser cutting, 3D printing, CNC routing) are not 
permitted for this category. 
Submission Requirements 

• A completed physical project based on the provided plans  
Judging Criteria 

• Structural integrity (e.g. accuracy, alignment, joins)  
• Demonstration of hand tool and machine skills  
• Overall quality and finish of the project  
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8b – Year 8 Design 
Overview 
Students are required to design and produce a solution to a given problem by developing a design 
folio and a completed product. This category emphasises design thinking, creativity, and practical 
application. 
Submission Requirements 

• A design folio including sketches, annotations, and justification of the chosen design  
• A completed prototype  
• Orthographic and pictorial drawings (manual or CAD)  

Judging Criteria 
• Originality of concept  
• Selection and use of materials  
• Aesthetic quality  
• Standard of manufacture  
• Complexity of the project  
• Practicality of the design  

 

9a – Year 9 Craftsmanship 
Overview 
This award celebrates the development of hand skills across a range of materials. Students are 
required to interpret the provided plans and produce a physical item that accurately represents 
them. 
Please note: CNC processes or components (e.g. laser cutting, 3D printing, CNC routing) are not 
permitted for this category. 
Submission Requirements 

• A completed physical project based on the provided plans  
Judging Criteria 

• Structural integrity (e.g. accuracy, alignment, joins)  
• Demonstration of hand tool and machine skills  
• Overall quality and finish of the project  
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9b – Year 9 Design 
Overview 
Students are required to design and produce a solution by developing a design folio and a 
completed product. This category focuses on applying design processes to create practical and 
innovative outcomes. 
Submission Requirements 

• A design folio including sketches, annotations, and justification of the chosen design  
• A completed prototype  
• Orthographic and pictorial drawings (manual or CAD)  

Judging Criteria 
• Originality of concept  
• Selection and use of materials  
• Aesthetic quality and standard of manufacture  
• Complexity of the project  
• Practicality of the design  

 

9c – Year 9 Digital Design 
Overview 
Students are required to develop a digital design solution to a real-world problem or scenario. The 
solution may be a product, service, or environment and must demonstrate a clear design process. 
Submission Requirements 

• A design folio documenting the design process  
• A digital prototype or concept (e.g. Autodesk or similar software)  

Judging Criteria 
• Creativity, originality, and innovation of the solution  
• Communication of ideas and design outcomes  
• Justification of design decisions  

Note: Cost and size are not considered in the judging process. 
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10a – Year 10 Craftsmanship 
Overview 
This award celebrates the development of hand skills across a range of materials. Students are 
required to interpret the provided plans and produce a physical item that accurately represents 
them. 
Please note: CNC processes or components (e.g. laser cutting, 3D printing, CNC routing) are not 
permitted for this category. 
Submission Requirements 

• A completed physical project based on the provided plans  
Judging Criteria 

• Structural integrity (e.g. accuracy, alignment, joins)  
• Demonstration of hand tool and machine skills  
• Overall quality and finish of the project  

 

10b – Year 10 Design 
Overview 
Students are required to design and produce a solution by developing a design folio and a 
completed product. This category focuses on applying design processes to create practical and 
innovative outcomes. 
Submission Requirements 

• A design folio including sketches, annotations, and justification of the chosen design  
• A completed prototype  
• Orthographic and pictorial drawings (manual or CAD)  

Judging Criteria 
• Originality of concept  
• Selection and use of materials  
• Aesthetic quality  
• Standard of manufacture  
• Complexity of the project  
• Practicality of the design  
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10c – Year 10 Digital Design 
Overview 
Students are required to develop a digital design solution to a real-world problem or scenario. The 
solution may be a product, service, or environment and must demonstrate a clear design process. 
Submission Requirements 

• A design folio documenting the design process  
• A digital prototype or concept (e.g. Autodesk or similar software)  

Judging Criteria 
• Creativity, originality, and innovation of the solution  
• Communication of ideas and design outcomes  
• Justification of design decisions  

Note: Cost and size are not considered in the judging process. 
 

13a – Year 10/11/12 Turning (Wood) 
Overview 
Students are required to produce a turned timber article using a wood lathe. Schools may 
determine the project brief. 
Submission Requirements 

• A completed turned wood project  
Judging Criteria 

• Originality of concept  
• Workmanship  
• Aesthetic quality  
• Overall finish of the project  

Note: Cost and size are not considered in the judging process. 
 

13b – Year 10/11/12 Turning (Metal) 
Overview 
Students are required to produce a turned metal article using a metal lathe. Schools may determine 
the project brief. 
Submission Requirements 

• A completed turned metal project  
Judging Criteria 

• Originality of concept  
• Workmanship  
• Aesthetic quality  
• Overall finish of the project  

Note: Cost and size are not considered in the judging process. 
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11a – Year 11 Industrial Graphics (Applied) 
Overview 
Students are required to produce a folio of technical drawings that communicate project details to 
a range of audiences, including consumer, professional, and trade contexts. Work must be derived 
from Unit 1 or 2. 
Submission Requirements 

• A folio of technical drawings (e.g. plans, elevations, sections, models, assemblies, diagrams)  
Judging Criteria 

• Application of drawing skills and procedures  
• Production of drawings that meet industry standards  

Note: Cost and size are not considered in the judging process. 
 

11b – Year 11 Furnishing Skills (Applied) 
Overview 
Students are required to produce a furnishing item from provided specifications or drawings, with 
a focus on workmanship. 
Submission Requirements 

• A completed furnishing project  
Judging Criteria 

• Aesthetic quality  
• Standard of manufacture  
• Structural soundness  
• Overall finish of the project  

Note: Cost and size are not considered in the judging process. 
 

11c – Year 11 Engineering Skills (Applied) 
Overview 
Students are required to produce an engineered item from provided specifications or drawings, 
with a focus on workmanship. 
Submission Requirements 

• A completed engineered project  
Judging Criteria 

• Aesthetic quality  
• Standard of manufacture  
• Structural soundness  
• Overall finish of the project  

Note: Cost and size are not considered in the judging process. 
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11d – Year 11 ATAR Design 
Overview 
Students are required to develop a design solution within Unit 1: Design in Practice or Unit 2: 
Commercial Design, focusing on design thinking to address human needs, wants, and opportunities. 
Submission Requirements 
Design folio including: 

• Part A: Visual documentation of the design process  
• Part B: Design brief and criteria  
• Part C: Design proposal  

Judging Criteria 
• Uniqueness and credibility of ideas  
• Innovation of the proposed concept  
• Communication and representation of ideas and concepts  

 

11e – Year 11 ATAR Engineering 
Overview 
Students are required to develop a physical or virtual prototype that provides an engineered 
solution to a structural or emerging societal problem (Unit 1 or 2). 
Submission Requirements 
Project folio including: 

• Documentation of the development of the engineered solution  
• Summary report for the intended client  

Judging Criteria 
• Development and explanation of engineered solutions  
• Accuracy and use of supporting data  
• Communication and representation of solutions  

 

13c – Building And Construction Skills (Applied) 
Overview 
Students are required to design and construct a project for their school or community. Projects may 
be completed individually or collaboratively, depending on the scope. 
Submission Requirements 

• Situation  
• Design brief  
• Working drawings  
• Construction procedure  
• Photographic evidence of the completed project  

Judging Criteria 
• Suitability of design  
• Complexity and execution  
• Standard of manufacture  
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12a – Year 12 Industrial Graphics (Applied) 
Overview 
Students are required to produce a folio of technical drawings that communicate project details to 
a range of audiences. Work must be derived from Unit 3 or 4. 
Submission Requirements 

• A folio of technical drawings  
Judging Criteria 

• Application of drawing skills and procedures  
• Production of drawings that meet industry standards  

Note: Cost and size are not considered in the judging process. 
 

12b – Year 12 Furnishing Skills (Applied) 
Overview 
Students are required to produce a furnishing item from provided specifications or drawings, with 
a focus on workmanship. 
Submission Requirements 

• A completed furnishing project  
Judging Criteria 

• Aesthetic quality  
• Standard of manufacture  
• Structural soundness  
• Quality of finish  

Note: Cost and size are not considered in the judging process. 
 

12c – Year 12 Engineering Skills (Applied) 
Overview 
Students are required to produce an engineered item from provided specifications or drawings, 
with a focus on workmanship. 
Submission Requirements 

• A completed engineered project  
Judging Criteria 

• Aesthetic quality  
• Standard of manufacture  
• Structural soundness  
• Quality of finish  

Note: Cost and size are not considered in the judging process. 
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JUDGES CHOICE AWARDS 
 

Most Innovative Award – Junior & Senior 
Proudly sponsored by MiHaven Training 
Overview 
This award recognises one student from any category who demonstrates innovation through the 
development of a solution that effectively responds to a real-world need or problem. 
Judging Criteria 

• Ability to address a specific problem or need  
• Uniqueness and defensibility of the solution  
• Potential market relevance and scalability  
• Overall design quality  

 

Most Enterprising Award – Junior & Senior 
Proudly sponsored by Norweld 
Overview 
This award recognises one student who has developed a product with strong commercial potential 
and the ability to be taken directly to market. 
Judging Criteria 

• Commercial viability of the product  
• Practical application and market readiness  
• Innovation and originality  
• Overall design and presentation  

 

Most Outstanding Award – Junior & Senior 
Proudly sponsored by Blackwoods and Cairns Hardware 
Overview 
This award recognises one junior and one senior student who have demonstrated exceptional 
achievement across all judging criteria within their category. 
Judging Criteria 

• Overall excellence in design and/or craftsmanship  
• Quality of execution and finish  
• Innovation and creativity  
• Alignment with category requirements and standards 
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APPLICATION FORM 
Please forward the application to both: 

Ms Toni Smith 
St Stephen’s Catholic College 
tsmith6@cns.catholic.edu.au 

Abigail Peter 
Business Liaison Association 
events@bla.org.au  

 

Please complete the details below correctly. 
 

School Information 
School Name:  

Teacher's Name:  Teacher’s Mob:  

Teachers Email:  

Teacher’s signature:  Date Signed:  
 

Date Reminders 
• Entry Forms Due: Friday, 21 August 2026 (Term 3, Week 6) 
• Projects Delivered: Projects can be delivered to Redlynch State College during Term 3, 

Week 10. All entries must be delivered to the school by 3:00 pm Friday, 18 September 
2026.  

• Judging Finalised: Friday, 16 October 2026 (Term 4, Week 2) 
• Late submissions will not be accepted. 

Project Labels – To Complete for each project 
 

2026 DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY AWARDS 

 
[Entry Category] – [Competition Title] 
 

Student Name – Year __ 
Students School 
 

   

 

School Logo 

mailto:tsmith6@cns.catholic.edu.au
mailto:events@bla.org.au

